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 Woman of the Year Information Packet

Enclosed:

· Introduction Letter 

· Award Requirements

· Brief History of Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc.

· Brief History of Kappa Zeta chapter

· Woman of the Year Information Sheet
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 Woman of the Year Requirements

*NOTE-Nominees cannot be members of Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc. 
· Completed Information Sheet 

· A statement of your philosophy about/of Community Service

· Personal Biography

· Two Recommendation Letters

· 5 x 7 Photograph (for publicity purposes)

· Additional information pertaining to your Community Service involvement (e.g., programs, newspaper clippings, press releases, etc.)

Completed packets must be postmarked by January 7, 2012 

(Incomplete packets will not be honored and are not eligible for the award)

Mail packets to:

Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc.-Kappa Zeta Chapter

Attn: Finer Womanhood Chairperson

P.O. Box 222131

Dallas, TX 75222-2131
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History of Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc.

Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Incorporated was organized at Howard University January 16, 1920 as the result of encouragement given to the five founders by Charles Taylor and Langston Taylor, members of Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity.  These Sigma brothers felt the campus would benefit by the development of such an organization as sisters to the fraternity.  Thus, Zetas and Sigmas became the first official Greek-letter sister and brother organizations.

The Five Founders and chartered members (called our "Five Pearls") of Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc. are Arizona Cleaver (Stemons) *, Pearl A. Neal *, Myrtle Tyler (Faithful) *, Viola Tyler (Goings) *, Fannie Pettie (Watts) * (*Deceased). These ladies chose not to embrace the tenets of established sororities and chartered Zeta Phi Beta Sorority to encourage the highest standards of scholarship through scientific, literary, cultural, and educational programs; promote service projects on college campuses and in the community; foster sisterhood; and exemplify the ideal of Finer Womanhood. 

Therefore, it was the ideal of the Founders that the sorority would reach college women in all parts of the country who were sorority minded and desired to follow the founding principles of the organization.  These founding principles are Finer Womanhood, Scholarship, Service, and Sisterly Love.

Zeta Phi Beta Sorority's purpose is to foster the ideals of service, charity, scholarship, civil and cultural endeavors, sisterhood, and Finer Womanhood.  These ideals are reflected in the sorority's national program, Z-HOPE: Zetas Helping Other People Excel, for which its members and auxiliary groups provide countless hours of voluntary service to staff, community outreach programs, fund scholarships, support organized charities, and promote legislation for social and civic change.

The Sorority also fully supports the Stork’s Nest Charity Fund national project, which was adopted in 1972.  Through this project, the sorority fulfills its pledge to become more deeply involved in the health and welfare of children and pregnant mothers.  Stork's Nest is an incentive program to increase the number of women seeking early and continuing prenatal care that is so necessary for a baby is to be born healthy.  The "Nest" is a non-profit redistribution center where welfare and working expectant mothers of low economic status receive clothing and other maternity needs.  Clients are referred by cooperating hospitals, clinics, or health centers.  This national project is a partner with the March of Dimes.

A nonprofit organization, Zeta Phi Beta Sorority is incorporated in Washington, D.C. and in the state of Illinois. The Sorority is supported by the dues and gifts of its members.
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History of Kappa Zeta Chapter

Kappa Zeta Chapter of Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc. was organized at the home of Soror Helen Wilson Johnson in December of 1931, with Soror Johnson as its organizer. There were approximately twelve members, namely: Sorors Jean Benson, Willa Bernice Hicks, Marzell Hill, Verdie Langrum, Grace D. Neal, Ruby Ventress, Fairillia White, Viola Dixon Cole, Mildred Davis and Helen Wilson Johnson. Charter members were Sorors Fairillia White, Jean Benson, Viola Cole, Helen Wilson Johnson and Lillian Bolden. Like other Zeta chapters, Kappa Zeta had as its objective the ideals of Service, Scholarship and Sisterhood, and Finer Womanhood.
The chapter sponsors five undergraduate chapters: Chi Delta at Texas Women's University; Rho Delta at University of North Texas; Tau Beta at Paul Quinn College; Rho the Dallas Metroplex City Chapter; and Alpha Epsilon at Texas A&M University at Commerce. In addition, the chapter sponsors four auxiliary groups: Pearlettes (girls ages 4-8), Amicettes (girls ages 9-13), Archonettes (girls ages 14-18), and Amicae (adult women).
Kappa Zeta chapter has provided Zeta Phi Beta Sorority with two of its oldest and most long standing traditions. The first "Blue Revue", a national scholarship observance, was held by Kappa Zeta in 1933. It later became a national project when Sorors Mildred Davis and Helen Johnson presented the idea at our national conference held in 1933 in New York. Between the years of 1946 and 1948, Soror Marion Dillard introduced the idea of "Woman of the Year" to Kappa Zeta. Afterward, she served as chairperson of the "Woman of the Year" committee for 3 years. Later, she presented the idea to the Southern region of the sorority and it became a regional project. Today, "Woman of the Year" observances are included in most Finer Womanhood celebrations throughout all chapters of Zeta Phi Beta.

Other notable facts about Kappa Zeta Chapter: we are the oldest active graduate chapter in the Southern Region (comprised of Louisiana and Texas) and the first Stork’s Nest Charity Fund in Dallas was opened in 1976 under the leadership of then president, Soror Evelyn Sheffield. In addition, at the 1986 national conference, during the administration of Soror Dr. Nell Ingram, then president, the chapter received the first Outstanding Graduate Chapter Report Award, along with the First Place Award for Graduate Chapter Scrapbook and the coveted Outstanding Graduate Chapter Award. During the 1998 national conference in Atlanta, for the second time, the chapter received both the Outstanding Diamond Chapter Award and the Outstanding Graduate Chapter Report Award. Soror Dr. Lavern Holyfield was serving as president during this time.  The chapter also celebrated receiving the first Graduate Membership Growth Award at the 1998 national conference, which was shared by two administrations: Presidents Sorors Annie Nelson and Dr. Lavern Holyfield.
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Woman of the Year Information Sheet

______________________________________________________________________________

Last Name




First Name




M.I.

______________________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address (Street, City, State, Zip Code)

______________________________________________________________________________

Contact Number (daytime)


Contact Number (evening)

______________________________________________________________________________

Email Address

______________________________________________________________________________

Church Affiliation

EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND

______________________________________________________________________________

High School

· Undergraduate Degree(s) Received

______________________________________________________________________________

College/University (location)

Degree




Year

______________________________________________________________________________

College/University (location)

Degree




Year
· Graduate Degree(s) Received

______________________________________________________________________________

College/University (location)

Degree




Year
______________________________________________________________________________

College/University (location)

Degree




Year
